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Disability Network Michigan extremely disappointed with funding
cuts made by Michigan House

LANSING—Today, Disability Network Michigan (DNM) and its 15 members, the state’s Centers
for Independent Living (CILs), expressed great disappointment and frustration following the
Michigan House of Representatives’ passage of a budget bill that includes significant cuts to
funding used to help individuals with disabilities achieve independence and become self-sufficient.
The proposed budget jeopardizes the fundamental independence and well-being of thousands of
Michiganders with disabilities.

CILs are community-based, non-profit organizations that empower individuals with disabilities to
live independently and participate fully in their communities. Operated by and for people with
disabilities, CILs provide essential, life-changing services, including peer support, skills training,
housing assistance, and advocacy. These services not only help people avoid institutionalization
but also enable them to secure employment, pursue education, and contribute to Michigan's
economy.

“The House’s decision to not only cut funding for CILs nearly in half, but to propose an amount
not seen since prior to 2017 is unconscionable. These cuts will have a devastating impact on the
independence of our most vulnerable citizens," said Teri Langley, DNM Executive Director.
“These cuts aren't just about numbers on a spreadsheet; they are about people's lives. They threaten
to reverse decades of progress in ensuring that individuals with disabilities have the right to live
with dignity and make their own choices, rather than being forced into costly and restrictive
institutions."

The proposed budget cuts are particularly concerning as CILs operate on a philosophy of consumer
control, meaning that the services provided are directly guided by the needs of the individuals they



serve. This model has proven to be an efficient and effective way to help people with disabilities
achieve self-sufficiency, often resulting in a significant return on investment for the state.

"We are deeply frustrated that the members of the Michigan House would consider such a
shortsighted action," said Langley. “We have shown that the return on the state’s investment in
CILs results in significant savings whether it is by helping someone transition out of a nursing
home, find an accessible apartment, or get a job. These cuts will not save money in the long run;
they will only lead to greater reliance on more expensive, long-term care facilities and other
expensive state programs.”

Advocates are calling on the Michigan Senate and Governor to restore the funding for Centers for
Independent Living in the final budget. They urge lawmakers to recognize the invaluable role CILs
play in building a more inclusive and prosperous Michigan for all residents.

Disability Network/Michigan represents the collective voice of the state’s 15 Centers for
Independent Living. DNM focuses on leadership development, relationship building, effective
communication and mobilizing around issues that will have the greatest impact on delivering high-
quality independent living services to people with disabilities.
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